

Sunday, August 7, 2011
WHAT A WONDERFUL, BLESSED DAY AT LITTLE RIVER!

PREACHING WAS GREAT!

SINGING WAS GREAT!

INSTRUMENTALISTS WERE GREAT!

FOOD WAS GREAT!

The spirit of fellowship was present at Little River as we prepared for Homecoming 2011!    A lot of fun and work went into getting the grounds and building shining!

This spirit continued as we came on Sunday to celebrate 242 years of staying strong in serving the Lord.  It was wonderful to see our friends who came from near and far – some former members of Little River – and to hear about their families!  

At the 11:00 AM service the choir sang “Praise Medley” and “He Touched Me”.   Alan and Brenda Hurst sang “Thank You Lord for Your Blessings on Me”!   Alan has been a part of Little River for forty-five years and now comes all the way from Alabama to participate in Homecoming!  A new blessing in our service this year was Eleanor Wood playing the accordion.  During the offertory she played “Let the Lower Lights Be Burning” and “Precious Memories”!  
Pastor McMillan brought a message from Genesis 2:7,18,21-22 reminding us that we are “Created To Be Related”!  Created by Him and for Him – in His image.  God wants us to have a relationship with Him and sent His son so that man could be redeemed through Jesus Christ.   We are created by Him and for Him and created to be related to God and to one another.  Man is the only creature into which God breathed the breath of life, and He wants us to have a relationship with Him.  He also wants us to have a relationship with others and Little River has sustained this spirit of helping one another, worshipping and praying together for these 242 years.  We thank you Pastor for these thoughts from God through you, and we thank God for leading you to Little River. You are a blessing to us and we are appreciative for all that you do. 
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To the Kitchen Committee for getting the luncheon set up and the cleanup afterwards!   Also to everyone who brought a covered dish –as usual, the food was plentiful and delicious!    The Fellowship Hall looked wonderful with the addition of our new tables and chairs (not to mention that the chairs were so comfortable)!
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The afternoon Music Service was exceptional this year!   We had it all --- from Bluegrass gospel to Opera – so much talent!   Our Lord’s spirit was definitely felt as we listened and participated in each piece performed!  David Bilowus, our Music Director was the MC for the afternoon, as well as participating in the program.   We take this opportunity to thank God for leading David, Sarah and Andrew to Little River and are very appreciative of their talents and leadership in the music program.
· Dean (guitar) and Donna Strouth, Ken Trivett (banjo), Scott Wilkins (fiddle) – Old Time Way sang “Let Me Tell You about Jesus”, and “The Good Shepherd”.  They came about a year ago and sang for us!
· Julie Ortega sang a “Rock of Ages Medley”.   
· Michelle Barber sang a “Praise Chorus” and “In the Sweet By and By”.  Michelle has been participating in Homecoming for about ten years.
· Bergin and Holland Hays sang Siyahamba (“We Are Marching in the Light of the Lord”).   These precious little ones – 10 and 6 – even had the congregation standing and singing with them.

· Andrew Bilowus – played a piano solo, “Maple Leaf Rag”!   (Watch out, David, he is really good).

· David Bilowus invited Scott Wilkins to play several pieces with him, “How Great Thou Art” and “The Old Rugged Cross”.   Piano and violin!

· David Bilowus played his version of “Amazing Grace” on the piano.

· Congregational hymn, “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”

· Mary Peterson, daughter of Bill (longtime friend of our pastor) and Lori (created our website) Peterson, wowed us all with two beautiful pieces, “Pie Jesu” and “Ava Maria”.  Mary is a sophomore at Shenandoah University in Winchester.
· Alan and Brenda sang “A Rose in a Bible”, “I thank you for touching Me Today”,  “The Old Country Church” (for Ed and Peggy Wean), “At the Feet of God” and “Where No One Stands Alone”.

· Old Time Way – “Have You Met My Friend”.

· Old Time Way, Alan and Brenda Hurst, Bergen Hays and congregation – “I Saw the Light”

Pastor McMillan closed the service with words of praise and thanksgiving for the time spent together in fellowship, prayer and song.  

Praise Be To God, Great Things He Has Done!


